0005 4/9/2013 -- On scene 7248 Zelzah -- wires down.  Engine 100 and Capt. Frair at scene.

220v feed to a single family residence was under a large fallen tree, shorted out and started a small fire in the tree and melted the insulation on the cables.  Melting insulation had dripped on one of the vehicles parked under the power line.  Engine 100 had put the fire out and observed the arcing diminish and stop.  The cable was still attached to the pole and the residence, but lowered diagonally across the street by the weight of the tree.  Engine 100 had taped off the entire area where the power line was lowest with caution tape.  Capt. Frair said he was more concerned about a re-energizing of the line and a rekindle in the tree than potential danger to passing traffic.

Capt. Frair said to expect the DWP repair crew at approximately 0130.

I relieved Engine 100 and parked my POV blocking the West side of the road where the line was the lowest.  The extremely light traffic (several vehicles per hour) was allowed to resume.  

0100 -- Officer Doty (short form of a long Thai name) of DOT arrived.  I moved my vehicle and Officer Doty and I coned off the West side of the street.  She said she would come by occasionally and check on the situation.  24 hour number for Valley DOT 818-752-5100 and press 0 when the recording comes on to speak to a human.

0320 -- No electrical (or any) activity observed in the power line to this time.  I spoke via cell phone to Metro and was told that DWP was delayed and not to expect them until 0430 at the earliest.  The Metro operator and I discussed the situation and since the area was caution taped and traffic coned off and traffic was able to pass there was no immediate threat to life or property.  He relieved me from duty at 0324.

